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Sj6land & Thyselius breathe life into FOI's wind tunnels

Sjoéland & Thyselius are to take over FOI’s wind tunnel operations and look forward to
international expansion and the development of energy-efficient aircraft engines.

“In our evaluation of these facilities, we have found both the equipment and the technical
competence of the personnel to be of extremely high quality,” says Rune Thyselius, a partner in
Sjoland & Thyselius. “We can also see new business possibilities abroad, especially in the
development of energy-efficient aircraft engines.

“Our technically advanced solutions for the defence sector and in aviation have much in common
with the work done at the facilities in Bromma. This acquisition therefore offers good
opportunities for synergy effects,” continues Rune Thyselius. “We reckon to bring the business
into financial balance in no more than a few years.

The acquisition includes all the facilities, including the recently completed compressor test rig for
the testing of aircraft engines. The transfer also means a continuing guarantee of employment for
the personnel concerned.

“This is a very good solution for the wind tunnel facilities, both now and in the longer term,” says
Nils Olsson, assistant Head of Division at FOI and the person who has been leading the work
behind the sale. With Sjéland & Thyselius as purchasers, we keep the leading edge expertise in
Sweden and hasten the move towards more civil sector business already initiated within FOI.

Background

FOI decided in August 2007 to dispose of its business in Bromma by 31 December 2008 at the
latest, since the Armed Forces’ funding of this activity has largely ceased. During the autumn, the
process of selling on the international market has been under way. On 26 May a transfer
agreement was signed between FOI and Sjoland & Thyselius Aerodynamic Research Center AB.
The transfer takes place on 1 July 2008. The facilities in Bromma have been in existence since the
1940s and have been used primarily to meet the needs of the Armed Forces and the Swedish
defence industry.
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Rune Thyselius, Partner, rune.thyselius@st.se +46-8-587 623 01, +46-70-832 0103
Nils Olsson, Ass. Head of Division, nils.olsson@foi.se, +46-8-555 033 86, +46-70-580 5738
Maria Hugosson, Press Officer, maria.hugossonl@foi.se, +46-8-555 031 55, +46-73-444 7755

FOI is an assignment-funded agency under the Ministry of Defence. The core activities are research, method
and technology development conducted in the interests of Swedish defence and security. The organisation
employs approximately 1000 personnel of whom about 800 are scientists. This makes FOI Sweden’s largest
research institute.

More information about FOI's activities can be found at www.foi.se.
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