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 What is African security?   

Why not visit our website? While there, you could use it 
to download reports on issues that interest you, or to get 
in touch with us. You could also have a look at our map of 
the African Peace and Security Architecture—it’s pinned 
up on office walls from Addis to New York, why not yours?

www.foi.se/africa
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African Union HQ building, Addis Ababa

What is African security?

That is a question we ask ourselves. 

Is it transformation of the security sector? Peace operations initiatives? Broad popular 
participation in peace processes? The politics of economy and culture? The spectrum of 
human security? The fair distribution of natural resources? The threat posed by a change 
in climate?  

Or all of the above? And more.

African security is an issue of concern to the international community as a whole. However, 
political and economic developments on the continent, parallel to the emergence of 
new security threats, have made the matter of African security particularly complex. To  
understand African security, the approach has to be broad.

The FOI research programme focusing on African security was started in 2007. At that time, 
a thorough understanding of contemporary African security initiatives was needed; studies 
that were relevant for the defence and security sector were scarce. We wanted to change that.

Today, there is a much better understanding of the link between politics, development and 
security in Africa. FOI cannot take credit for all of that improvement, but we do believe that 
we have contributed to it.

About us

FOI continues to address African security from a broad perspective. Over the years we 
have also developed specialist competence along three main lines of analysis:

	 •	 Country-	and	region-specific

•	 Actors	and	strategic	interests

•	 The	African	Union	and	the	African	Peace	and	Security	Architecture	

FOI is one of Europe’s leading research institutes for applied research in the areas of 
defence	and	security.	Our	expertise	is	highly	sought	after	 internationally.	Still,	studying	
African security from our northern location does require extra effort. That is why we have 
built strong partnerships and valuable networks with national and international actors as 
well as local experts based in Africa. It is also why we travel so extensively in the region.

Apart from conducting research and analyses, FOI arranges seminars, workshops, and 
lectures on topics relating to African security.
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